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Award-winning documentary wows audience at Lafayette Library

By Sora O’Doherty

.l = Doyne to Nepal. They
= married and now have
¥ their own children,
who are part of the
Kopila family.
Regimbal spent nine
years collecting first-
hand materials for the
documentary film, “Be-
tween the Mountain
and the Sky.” He incor-
porated a great deal of
material on Kopila Val-
ley Children’s Home
that had been accumu-
lated over the previous
ten years of coverage
by news agencies such
as CNN, who in 2015
had named Doyne as a
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Kopila Valley Children's Home founder Maggie
Doyne, center. Documentary film maker Jeremy
Power Regimbal, left and Lafayette sponsor Karen
Mulvaney, right, after the showing of the

documentary, "Between the Mountain and the Sky". CNhH]eeE?_m Shiatts
Although the film was volunteering on a child Doyne’s progress with

cheerful and uplifting,
several audience mem-
bers who rose to make
comments afterwards
found themselves sim-
ply choked with tears.
Such was the over-
whelming response to
“Between the Mountain
and the Sky,” a docu-
mentary that tells the
true story of Maggie
Doyne, who, right out of
high school, founded
what would become an
amazing home for or-
phaned children in
Nepal.

After graduating in
New Jersey, Doyne took
a gap year, during
which she volunteered
in India and met Tope
Bahadur Malla, who
later became her co-
founder in Kopila Valley
Children’s Home. Tope
had a very hard child-
hood in Nepal, where he
was born into a very
poor family and was
soon orphaned. He met
Doyne while she was

welfare project in
northern India just after
the end of the civil war
in Nepal. Together, they
returned to Nepal and
started the Kopila Valley
Children’s Home and
School.

Doyne soon found
herself as mother to 40
orphans, whom she
sought to raise with
love, compassion, and
education. Soon the 40
became 53. Her efforts,
alongside Malla, have
been wildly successful,
and she can now claim
to have raised 80 chil-
dren, many of whom
have gone on to higher
education and presti-
gious careers.

After a tragic acci-
dent at the home, Doyne
returned to the US to re-
cover from her shock
and depression. During
that time, she met musi-
cian and filmmaker Je-
remy Power Regimbal.
They fell in love, and
Regimbal moved with

the home for over 19
years. Doyne was born
in New Jersey in 1986.
She began her home
and school in Nepal in
2005, using $5,000 she
had earned babysitting
in High School.

In Nepal she had
met a six-year-old girl
named Hima, who was
barely surviving on the
few rupees she earned
by breaking stones in a
dry riverbed and selling
them. Doyne was con-
vinced that there had to
be a better, more com-
passionate way. Doyne
helped Hima go to
school, paying for her
tuition, uniform, and
books, and expanded
her efforts to help more
children. Later, she
joined forced with Malla
to found Kopila Valley
Children’s Home.

In 2007, Doyne
founded the Blink Now
Foundation, a non-profit
organization that pro-

vides financial support
and management over-
sight first to the Kopila
Valley School and Chil-
dren's Home, and to the
later developed
Women's Center, Health
Clinic, Big Sisters'
Home, and New Campus
in Surkhet, Nepal. The
Foundation is an official
501(c)(3) organization
with a US-based board.
It has headquarters lo-
cated in the United
States and Nepal.

In 2022 Doyne pub-
lished “Between the
Mountain and the Sky, A
Mother's Story of Love,
Loss, Healing and Hope”
based on her experi-
ences in Nepal. She has
been awarded many
honors, including the
following: 2008 Cosmo
Girl of the Year, 2009
Grand Prize Winner of
the Do Something
Awards, 2012 Speaker at
Forbes 400 Summit on
Philanthropy, 2013
Speaker at Forbes
Women's Summit:
Power Redefined, 2013
Forbes Excellence in Ed-
ucation Award, and
2014 Unsung Hero of
Compassion, awarded
by the Dalai Lama.

After the showing of
“Between the Mountain
and the Sky,” one inter-
esting question from the
audience was, “how
many homes do you
have now?” And
Doyne’s answer was,
“Just one.” She ex-
plained, “We made the
conscious decision to fo-
CUS 0T OUTr community.
We took it slow and did
it right.” In a war torn
country among natural

disasters, Kopila Valley
Children’s Home has
had over 1,500 visitors
from NGOs in just the
last year.

“We are mentoring
other community lead-
ers,” Doyne added, “we
share everything we
have. 15 organizations
shadow us for a week
each month.” Doyne
went on to talk about
the 100 female farmers
who provide the school
lunch program.

Doyne chuckled as
she said, “I might have
the record for being the
mother of the most chil-
dren.”She glowed with
pride as she talked
about her first children,
who call themselves
“the 0Gs,” who have be-
come nurses and engi-
neers and filmmakers.
Her advice to us? “Ask
yourself, ‘how can I love
more?’ If you live this
way, you'll have the
most beautiful life.”

The documentary
film was brought to
Lafayette by the per-
sonal sponsorship of
Karen and Tom Mul-
vaney. A long-time resi-
dent of Lafayette, Karen
was on the library foun-
dation for 18 years, and
was instrumental in get-
ting the Lafayette Li-
brary built. During her
time on the foundation,
she brought a broad
range of interesting peo-
ple to the library’s
speaker series. Karen
bhecame involved with
Blink Now after reading
an article about Maggie
Doyne by Nicholas
Kristof in the New York
Times in 2010.

Karen was particu-
larly interested because
Maggie was the same
age —22— as her daugh-
ter, Meg, now Meg Mul-
vaney Geistwent. Today
both are 38, and Meg,
after graduating from
St. Mary’s College and
earning her Masters de-
gree there, went to work
for Maggie, teaching
English in Nepal as a
volunteer.

Karen is a cham-
pion of Maggie, and she
and her husband helped
fund Doyne’s new high
school. The Mulvaney's
visited the Kopila Valley
Children’s Home in
2014, just before a large
earthquake devasted
Nepal. Doyne is now
working on building
earthquake safe struc-
tures. Blink Now pro-
vides all sorts of disas-
ter services, Mulvaney
explained, as they have
learned how to deal
with major events such
as earthquakes and
MONSooNs.

At this time, the
documentary is making
the rounds of film festi-
vals, and winning many
awards, but Mulvaney
hopes that it will be
available to the public
in the future. Currently
it is only available
through private show-
ings, such as in
Lafayette. They would
need a large distributor
to take an interest in the
film.

A trailer of the doc-
umentary is available
on the school’s website:
www.kopilavalley
school.edu.np
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A good neighbor
has your back.

WE MOVED

Same Shopping Center - New Location

MORAGA JEWELERS

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

Mark Hoogs, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0M08809
629 Moraga Road
Moraga, CA 94556

Bus: 925-254-3344

Life's a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has

my back? The company
more people have trusted for
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

Member of Moraga
Chamber of Commerce

MAKE LIFE EASY
SHOP LOCAL

SHOPMORAGAFIRST.COM

1606040

MORAGA RETREAT
CARE HOMES
residential assisted living for seniors

professional staff, vesidentcentered care
private rooms, home-made meals, medication management
unparalleled attention to detail

MORAGARETREAT.COM (925) 376-2273

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

FINE JEWELRY | DLAMONDS | WATCH & JEWELRY REPAIR | CUSTOM DESIGN
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(925) 376-1283

New location
Rheem Valley Shopping Center

386 Park Street, Suite A, Moraga

Located between Nations/Subway and
Lamorinda Pizza

Business Hours
Monday-Friday 11am-5pm
Saturday 11am-4pm
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Licensed #805794, insured & bonded

Call 925-377-8733 for FREE Estimate
Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

MORAGA MOTO RS
since 1981 in Moraga. Located on
Moraga Road, Rheem Vachy Shoppmg Center €32

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair

Foreign and Domestic

2016 Moraga Small

Business of the Year 530 Moraga Rd. * 925-376-0692

WWW.moragamotors.com

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent
Over 30 years experience
Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC
Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and

o
Moraga small businesses.

(925) 388-1040
www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com

WARDROBE BOXES, HOURS OF

OPERATION
MON-SAT 9AM -6PM
SUN 10AM-4PM

LOCKS FURNITURE 455 MORAGA RD. SUITE F

COVERS & OTHER
PACKING SUPPLIES

(925) 643-2026
www.5Aspace.com




